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has for the first time been called upon to form a Congress.
Perhaps this aim would have already been fulfilled if, as the
King had hoped, the Congress had been immediately con-
vened, and had, in defining the principles, established the aim
and traced the only path which could have led to it. Doubt-
less, in that case, one would not have witnessed the spectacle
of the powers thinking up pretexts to destroy that which the
aim can only be to preserve. Certainly, when the treaty of
May 30 expressed the will that the final aim of the Congress
was to establish a real and permanent stability, it did not
mean that all the territories and all the peoples were to be
mingled in one indistinct mass, in order to divide them later
according to certain proportions.
It was meant to preserve or re-establish every legitimate
dynasty, to respect every legitimate right, and to govern the
distribution of unclaimed territories, that is, territories with-
out sovereigns, in conformity with principles of political
stability, or, what amounts to die same thing, principles which
preserve the rights of each one and the peace of all. It would
moreover be a strange mistake to consider, as the only ele-
ments to be stabilized, those quantities enumerated by politi-
cal arithmeticians.
Stability will be meaningless, if men persist in making an
abstraction of the true moral force contained in virtue rather
than of the ephemeral and deceitful force produced by the
passions. Now, in the relations between peoples, the chief
virtue is that of justice.
Actuated by these principles, the King has enjoined, as an
unalterable law, upon his ambassadors to seek above all what
is just, in no case to abandon justice and, whatever considera-
tion may arise, not to subscribe to or acquiesce in anything
which would be contrary to it, and, with regard to legitimate
alliances, to join those which can the most efficaciously bring
about the establishment and preservation of a true stability.
Of all the problems which are to be dealt with by the
Congress, the King would have considered the greatest, most
important, and most typically European one to be that of
Poland, if it had been possible to hope... that a people as
worthy of everyone else's interest..*might be restored to
their complete ancient independence.